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Dear Educators: 

Welcome to the Alliance Theatre’s production of The Jungle Book. This study guide was created by the 

JR. DRAMATURGS of Clairemont Elementary and The Museum School of Avondale Estates for use by the teacher 

and student audience of the play. We hope this helps you prepare to see the play and to reflect together 

afterward. 
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Georgia Standards of Excellence (Language Arts)  

(ELAGSERL3) With prompting and support, identify characters, setting, and major events in a story. 

(ELAGSERL3) Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing 

on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).  

(ELAGSESL1) Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations 

with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  

(ELAGSESL2) Recount or describe key ideas or details from written texts  

read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.  

Georgia Standards of Excellence (Theatre)  

(TA.RE.1) Engage actively and appropriately as an audience member. 

(TA.CN.1) Explore how theatre connects to life experience, careers, and other content. 

ADDITIONAL SUGGESTED CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS: Geography, Social Studies, Science 
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Rudyard Kipling: 
author of The Jungle Book 
Rudyard Kipling was born on December 

30, 1865 in Bombay, India (now called 

Mumbai). His parents were John and Alice 

and he had a sister. His childhood was 

unhappy. At age six, his parents sent him 

to England for school. Kipling was left at a 

foster home for five years. His foster mom 

and kids at school often bullied him. 

Reading was the thing that made him 

happy. He returned to India in 1882 and 

worked as a journalist for seven years. 

Kipling went back to England in 1889. He 

wrote short stories, got married and moved 

to America. He wrote The Jungle Book in 

Vermont in 1894. He wrote lots of  stories for kids. In 1907, he received the 

Nobel Prize in Literature. He died on January 18, 1936. He is buried in Poets’ 

Corner at Westminster Abbey in London, England. 

Rosemary Newcott, Director 
The Sally G. Tomlinson 

Artistic Director of Theatre 
for Youth and Families 

This is a great story: a classic story about survival and 

adaptability and yes, about finding family, sometimes 

where we least expect it. Young Mowgli is an 

incredible protagonist living inside a vibrant tale of 

exploration, discovery, courage and hope. 

Enjoy! Rosemary  

Original 
Cover of  
The Jungle 
Book 
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Before the Play 

Summary of the Play 

The story starts in the Kanha Jungle of India. Baloo the bear finds a child and takes him to 

Father Wolf and Raksha, the mother wolf. They decide to keep him and ask the Wolf Pack 

leader, Akeela, for permission. Akeela agrees and Baloo the bear and Bagheera the 

black panther offer to teach survival skills and the laws of the jungle to him. They call him 

“Mowgli the Man-Cub.” But Shere Khan, the Bengal tiger, wants to kill Mowgli. Mowgli 

grows, and the 12 year old Mowgli discovers the monkeys of the jungle. The monkeys 

sweep Mowgli away when Baloo and Bagheera aren’t looking. Kaa the snake comes to 

the rescue, but accidentally squeezes Mowgli. Baloo and Bagheera save Mowgli, who 

realizes he has trouble fitting in with the animals. Mowgli goes to the human village to 

get the Red Flower, the fire only man has and animals are afraid of. Mowgli returns to the 

jungle with the Red Flower.  

• What will the animals do when they see Mowgli with the Red Flower? 

• Do his friends accept him or are they afraid of him? 

• Will Shere Kahn catch Mowgli?  

See the play and find out! 

SPOILER ALERT!! 
READ ONLY IF YOU WANT TO KNOW THE 

ENDING OF THE PLAY. 

Mowgli shows the Red Flower to the animals, but 

instead of impressing them, it scares them. Mowgli 

runs away to the human village and Tabaqui, a 

jackal who supports Shere Khan, follows him. As he 

goes Mowgli says, “I see a human village through the misty haze. The villagers watch me, 

stunned and amazed.” Mowgli tries to talk to the humans he sees, but they can’t understand 

each other. Tabaqui watches Mowgli hide and decides to tell Baloo and Bagheera where he is 

instead of Shere Khan. Mowgli is found and they hatch a plan to trap Shere Khan in a ravine 

where the water buffalo run. The plan works and Shere Khan is trampled. Baloo and Bagheera 

take Mowgli home with them, where he belongs.  

Mowgli & Shere Khan by Alexander 
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Before the Play 

Meet the Characters of the Jungle 

Mowgli: A 12 year old ‘man cub’ who was raised by 

wolves in the jungle. He is brave, smart, friendly and 

wants to figure out where he fits in. 

Baloo: A sloth bear who helps teach Mowgli the laws 

of the jungle. He is helpful, kind, and funny. 

Bagheera: A black panther who protects Mowgli. He is 

watchful, cautious, and kind.  

Raksha: A wolf who becomes the ‘mother’ of Mowgli. 

She is protective, helpful, and loving. 

Father Wolf: A Wolf who becomes ‘father’ to Mowgli. 

He is strong, protective, and brave. 

Akela: A wolf who is 

the alpha leader of the wolf pack. She is 

brave, firm, and protects her pack. 

Shere Khan: A Bengal tiger who wants to 

capture Mowgli. He is scary, cruel, and 

cunning. 

Tabaqui: A jackal who is sneaky and usually 

does what Shere Khan says. 

Kaa: An Indian rock python. She is sly, instinctive, and kind of helpful. 

And hungry.  

Monkey King: The Monkey King is powerful, funny, 

and thinks he is smart but he’s not.  

Monkeys: The monkeys are annoying, talkative, and curious. 

Rann: A bird (probably a fire-tailed myzornis) who helps 

Mowgli, Baloo, and Bagheera.  

 

 

 

 
Kaa by DeMarcus 

Mowgli and a Monkey 
by Judaha 

Akela by Jack 
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Before the Play 

Vocabulary 
 

drought (n) long time without rain 

enemy (n) one who hates another 

excellent (adj) great or outstanding 

forbidden (v) not to be done or used 

freedom (n) the right or power to do or say what you like 

human (n) a person 

judgment (n) an opinion or conclusion about 

someone or something 

lame (adj) describing a person or animal 

who cannot walk well because of an 

injury to the leg or foot. 

miserable (adj) very unhappy 

pathetic (adj) completely 

inadequate 

perspective (n) a way you look 

at something 

ravine (n) a steep valley 

recite (v) repeat aloud 

Red Flower (n) fire 

talon (n) a claw usually 

belonging to a bird 

vowed (v) promised 

 The buffaloes ran into the ravine.  

Only a human  
can have the Red 
Flower. 

Rann the bird has 
talons. She vowed 
to help Mowgli. 

Mowgli is Shere Khan’s enemy. 

Baloo and Bagheera have Mowgli recite the laws of the 
jungle. They tell him it is forbidden to play with the monkeys. 
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Before the Play 
Making Connections: Real-World Facts about Fictional Characters 
The friends and family of Mowgli  
 

Sloth Bear (Baloo) 

• Sloth bears are NOT slow! They are very fast. They are called sloth 

bears because their claws, teeth and hair look like a sloth’s. 

• Sloth bears are native to India. 

• Sloth bears are usually 6 feet tall. Males can weigh about 310 lbs. and 

females weigh 210 lbs.  

• They eat termites, ants, fruits like mangos and figs, and of course, 

honey combs. 

• Sloth bears are the only bear that carry their young on their backs. 

• A sloth bear can come face to face with a tiger and fight. 

• They are endangered because they are losing their habitat 

to cities and are hunted for their fur. 
 

Panthers (Bagheera) 

• A black panther is really a leopard if found in Asia or Africa, or a jaguar if found in the Americas.  

• They have a black coat but they can have spots.  

• They are usually 2-3 feet high and can weigh 200 lbs. 

• Black panthers are carnivores. They eat mostly herbivores, reptiles and insects, too. 

• They eat at night to take advantage of their prey. Their black fur helps them camouflage.  

• Black panthers will climb trees to sleep during the day and to jump onto their 

prey at night. 
 

Wolves and Wolf Packs (Raksha, Father Wolf, Akela) 

• Wolves live all over the world.  

• Gray wolves that live in India are commonly called Indian Wolves. 

• Wolves are 3 feet tall and a male wolf can weigh up to 180 lbs. 

• Wolves are very social animals. 

• Wolves live in packs that have a very strict order of leadership.  

• The wolf pack is an extended family. 

• The pack leader is the Alpha. There is a male and a female Alpha.  

• The range of a pack is 65 square miles. 
 

Indian Rock Python (Kaa) 

• An Indian rock python can grow to about 9.8 feet long and can weigh up to 115 lbs. 

• It is one of the biggest snakes in the world. 

• The Indian rock python eats mammals, birds, and tiny lizards. 

• It lives in India and parts of Southeast Asia. It can be found in ‘open’ jungles, river valleys, woodlands, forests, 

grasslands, swamps, and marshes.  

• The Indian rock python has a life span of 20-30 years. 
 

Fire-Tailed Myzornis (Rann) 

• Their habitat is usually thick forests or jungles, living in bushes, or small trees.  

• It does not fly very fast. 

• It is very small: weighs .46 oz. and is 5 inches long 

• It eats insects, spiders, berries, and tree sap. 

The photo above shows a wolf pack on the move . 
Wolves in front are the sick and older of the pack. 
Next are the 5 stronger, followed by the pack. Last 
is the Alpha pack leader. 

Acknowledgement: Gary Moss 

by Vivian 

Watch a video of a sloth bear in action: 
http://www.arkive.org/sloth-bear/melursus-ursinus/

http://www.arkive.org/sloth-bear/melursus-ursinus/video-08b
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Before the Play 

Making Connections: Real-World Facts about Fictional 
Characters—The enemy and mischief makers  
 

Bengal Tiger (Shere Khan) 

• The Bengal tiger is the biggest wild cat. It can be 130 inches long and weigh 700 lbs. 

• The Bengal tiger is the national animal of India. 

• Bengal tigers can be found in forests, mangrove 

swamps, and jungles throughout India. 

• They are carnivores and eat rabbits, badgers, water 

buffalo, deer, and wild boar. They eat up to 40 lbs. 

of meat at a time and can go without eating for days.  

• Bengal tigers are nocturnal.  

• They are very stealthy and fast. They use their orange 

and black coats for camouflage. 
 

Jackal (Tabaqui) 

• Jackals are a member of the canine family. 

• They grow to lengths of 34–37 inches tall and weigh between 15-35 lbs.  

• Jackals can be found in India, Africa, the Middle East, and the southeastern 

parts of Europe. 

• They can run up to 9 miles per hour. 

• Jackals can live 8-9 years in the wild.  

• They are omnivores and scavengers and hunt either alone or in pairs. 

• Jackals are very noisy and cunning. 
 

Golden Langur (Monkeys and Monkey King) 

• Langurs are very active during the day. 

• They are herbivores and eat leaves, fruit, and seeds. 

• They are usually found in trees where they swing and sleep. 

• An average langur male can weigh 40 lbs. 

and is 2 1/2 feet long. 

• They can leap up to 15 feet. 

by Gavin 

by Katy 
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Before the Play 

Step into the Jungle Book 
The Setting of the play 
 

Facts about India 

• India has many different animals like lions, elephants, 

rhinoceros, tigers, leopards and red pandas. 

• India has a famous building called the Taj Mahal. It 

was built as a memorial. 

• In school, kids don’t raise their hands straight up to be 

called on. They lift their hand sideways over their 

heads. 

• Clothes: girls wear saris and some men wear pants called dhotis (doh-tees). 

• They carry baskets on their heads when they are harvesting food or carrying 

something. 

• The population of India in 2016 was 1.324 BILLION. 
 

The Kanha Jungle of India 

India is located in Southern Asia. The weather in India is pretty much warm all the time. 

We believe The Jungle Book is set in a jungle in central India, more specifically the 

KAHNA JUNGLE. 

• This jungle is a lowland jungle. It has three layers in its canopy. 

There are not a lot of plants on the ground, mostly small trees. 

• There is a wide variety of flowering plants and animals. 

• There are also open meadows in this forest. 

• There are over 70 kinds of trees and over 200 

kinds of flowering plants. 

• Bamboo also grows in this forest as well the 

Indian Ghost Tree. 

• In addition to The Jungle Book animals, there 

are Barking Deer, Indian Flying Foxes, Greater 

False Vampire, Honey Badger, and many 

more. 

The Jungle by Greta 
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Questions to Consider: 
Before, During and After the Play 
 

BEFORE THE PLAY 

• Have you heard or read the story of The Jungle Book? 

• Have you seen the movie? Animated? Live Action? Both? 

• What do you think the play is about from reading the title? 

• Where do you think the setting is? 

• What would it be like to live in the jungle? 
 

DURING THE PLAY 

• Watch how the actors transform their bodies to become 

different things throughout the play.  

• How do the actors make the animal characters 

look like they are real? 

• How do they transform the stage into a jungle? 

What materials do you think they used? 
 

AFTER THE PLAY 

• What is the difference between a movie and a play? 

• Who was your favorite character and why? 

• The characters have the laws of the jungle. 

How do they compare to the laws of the classroom? 

• Should Mowgli go back to the human village or stay in the jungle? Why? 

• Have you ever felt like an outsider like Mowgli? Have you ever felt left out? 

• How do you think you would survive in the jungle? 

• What does it mean to be ‘raised by wolves’? 

• Which character do you relate to the most? Why? 

• Mowgli finds his family with the wolves. 

What does family mean to you?  

• Why do Baloo and Bagheera 

care about Mowgli? 

Mowgli with the Monkeys by Ryan 

Jungle Book by Nate 
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Before the Play 

Themes for reflection after the play 

Director Rosemary Newcott always encourages the Jr. Dramaturgs to give her 

a “child’s eye view” of each play she directs. Here are some themes they 

brainstormed. What are some other themes? 

Main theme: It can be hard to find out where you fit in 

• You can always fit in somewhere. 

You can fit into more than one place.  

• It is important to be who you are. 

Trust your instincts.  

• We all need role models who instruct, teach, 

and provide knowledge for how to survive 

and live. 

• Families can come in many shapes and sizes. 

• It doesn’t matter what you look like or where 

you are from, you can still achieve great things  

in your life.  
 

Suggestions for Additional Post-Play Activities: 

• Dramatize favorite and memorable scenes 

and characters from the play. 

• Compare and contrast the play and the movies. 

• Draw your favorite scenes or characters from the play.  

 

Use the illustrations throughout 

this study guide to inspire you! 

Indian Rock Python 
by Gavin 

Raksha by Alexander 

by Raima 
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After the Play 

Meet Mowgli, A fictional feral child of the wild 
by Judaha  

A feral child is a human child who became separated from his or her parents and grew up 

around animals with no human contact. Here are some 

quick facts about these ‘Wild Children.’ 

• Some people think feral children are a myth, 

but they really exist. 

• Because they are not around humans, feral children 

will take on the personality of the animals around 

them. They don’t often have a personality of a 

‘regular’ human. 

• They don’t grow up speaking a human language. 

• Feral children might crawl around on all fours 

instead of walking. 

• They are rarely seen, because they hide from human contact. 

• There are reports of feral children ‘raised’ by wolves, goats, dogs, sheep, bears, pumas, 

and an ostrich.  

 

Nature AND Nurture 
by Masih & John David 

Have you ever thought of being raised by animals? One of the most important subjects in this 

play is nature vs. nurture and which is more important. It would be weird to be raised by 

wolves like Mowgli. Nature is how you are born; physical features, genes, and your biological 

make-up. Nurture is how and where you are raised or your environment. This develops your 

personality and how you see the world. 

In the play The Jungle Book, we think that nurture is stronger than nature. For example, in the 

play, Mowgli calls himself a wolf because he was raised by wolves, showing who nurtured 

him. But, all the animals call him a “Man Cub”. Calling him this combines nature AND nurture 

because they know he is a human but he is being raised by wolves who call their young cubs. 

After you see the play, think about this: Could you compare your life to Mowgli’s? How are 

nature and nurture affecting how you live your life? 

Mowgli in the Jungle with Baloo 
by Quinn 
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After the Play 

Scrambled-Up Jungle 

Unscramble the names of characters from the Jungle Book. Look on 

page 5 for a list of characters. CLUE: if the name is 2 words, letters 

might be mixed up! HINT: one of these is not a character! 
 

FWOALT HFER _____________________________________________  

NSEYOMK _________________________________________________  

ENRE ASHK ________________________________________________  

LOOAB ___________________________________________________  

GILMWO __________________________________________________  

AHBEEGRA ________________________________________________  

RDREEFOWL _______________________________________________  

MKIN ONGKYE ____________________________________________  

QUIABAT __________________________________________________  

AKA ______________________________________________________  

(answers on page 18) 
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After the Play 

Help Mowgli find the Red Flower. 
Watch out for the Monkey City! 
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After the Play 

Crossword puzzle 

DOWN 
1. Who is orange 

and black and is 

mean to Mowgli? 

2. What does Mowgli 

get from the village 

that is red and hot? 

3. Who has black fur, 

is very serious, and 

helps Mowgli? 

4. Who is brave and 

is called a man-cub? 

6. She is grey and 

kind, and cares 

for Mowgli like he 

is her own cub. 

7. What is dark and 

alive with leaves and 

vines, and is like 

a maze? 

ACROSS 
5. Who is hairy and wears a crown? 

8. Who is a liar but ends up helping Mowgli? 

9. Who is furry, kind, and strong? (Mowgli’s best friend) 

10. Who is wiggly and hungry? 

(answers on page 18) 



 

The Jungle Book  Study Guide 16                                      

Share your review with the Alliance Theatre! Send it to: rebecca.pogue@alliancetheatre.org 

Review the Play 

 

 

 

Color how many stars you give The Jungle Book. 

 

What were your favorite parts and why? 

What would you add or change?  
 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Draw a Picture of your Favorite Part of the Play: 
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After the Play 

Design your own costume! 

How would you design the costume for 

your favorite character from The Jungle Book? 
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Resources 
WEBSITES 

• www.dictionary.com 

• www.howtodrawanimals.net 

• Wildscreen Arkive: www.arkive.org 

• www.nationalgeographic.com 

 

BOOKS 

• Clutton-Block, Juliet. Eyewitness Cats. DK Books London & New York, 1991. 

• Driscoll, Laura (retold for Kipling). The Jungle Book. Harper Collins, 2016. 

• Roop, Peter & Connie. A Visit to India. Heinemann Library, Des Plaines, Ill, 1998. 

• Theodorou, Rod. Bengal Tigers. 

Reed Educational and Professional Publishing, 2001. 

• Yolen, Jane and Heidi Stemple. The Wolf Girls An Unsolved Mystery from History. 

Simon and Schuster Books for Young Readers, New York, 2001. 

Word Scramble Key 

FATHER WOLF 

MONKEYS 

SHERE KHAN 

BALOO 

MOWGLI 

BAGHEERA 

RED FLOWER 

MONKEY KING 

TABAQUI 

KAA 

Bagheera by Jude 

Mowgli’s Capture and Rescue by Vivian 

CROSSWORD KEY 
 

DOWN ACROSS 

1. SHERE KHAN 5. MONKEY  

2. FIRE  KING   

3. BAGHEERA 8. TABAQUI  

4. MOWGLI 9. BALOO  

6. RAKSHA 10. KAA 

7. JUNGLE 

http://www.arkive.org
http://www.Nationalgeographic.com

